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A Study of Private and Public Life in Ameriea

Spring 1971

THE THTTHTION

This program is proposed for the academic year 1971-72 to include approxi-
mately 15 of the present freshman and sophomores. There are two parts Lo the
year: 1) the fall term in residence at Williams with four semester courses 2)
January through the end of May in living situations outside of Williaums.

The second half of the year makes use of experience as education, This
experience is other than the student, Tt {s not the personal experience which
the student has grown up with, what has identified him, what he considers eg~
pecially his own, Rather it involves other people, contemporary issues, public
institutions which are different, even alicen, to the students., It is an approach
to private and public life in Awerica in terms of experiences unknown Lo wmany
students,

The experience originates with othoer people: four home stays in very dif-
ferent life situations. Fach student will live with four separate families:
January 3-February 11 (six weeks) with auto workers in Delroit; FPebruary 15-
Mareh 17 (five vecoks) with small retail tradeys in a rural arvea of Avkansas;
March 20-April 21 (five weeks) with wmarginal farmwers in Appalachia; April 24-
May 26 (five weeks) with productive farmers in Jowa.

It is agsumed that the ordinary Williaws student has been raised in the re-
stricted life setting of a subuvban community and in an exclusive family situ-
ation which have not gtressed either encounters or conflicts with people of con-
trasting backgrounds, opinions, sensibilities., This background has restricted
the student's experience of the character and complexity of public life; of the
deep going oppositions, tensions, recactions so much a part of contemporary poli-
tics; of the hard flooring, built~in pressures, sudden confusion of political
and institutional action; of the uncertainty, partiality, unfinished nature of
any decision and choice., Too much of public action and controversy, too many
institutions and claims are invisible to this sensibility and experience. This
program is intended to correct this restricted quality of the student's background
through the expervience of public iunstitutions and contemporary issues ag seen from
families in the four different life and work situations. The student will ap-
proach experience through the family with whom he lives. He will try to see as
they see, both through their overt, consciously expressed, public opinions and
through their cvery-day, family-wide, private scnsibilitics. These two somewhat
conflicting pavts of response will be contrasted. It is hoped the student will
go beyond insight into these different kinds of experience to reflection upon®
them with the aid of the various analytical resources Williams provides in the
fall.

During the wonths in the field, three kinds of discussions will be arranged:
1) discussion of contemporary issues and the chavacter of local ipstitulions with
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with host families and with outside informants who have relevant expertisce and
background; 2) review of what has been understood and learned in the family cn-
vironment with participation by students and host families; 3) three days of
geminars with the students alone at the end of cach of the fouwr parts of the pro-
gram to ascertain vhat offect the previous wecks have had upon their own judgment
“and perception, There will also be student papers of assessment required at the
" end of cach home stay. These discussions and-papers aim to give focus and some
claritcy to the student's method of educating himself and to the developwent of
his judgment.

PARTICIPATION OF TUE STUDENT

1) Pach student will be given a supgested reading list for the summeyr, in-
cluding novels, descriptions, analyscs of the quality of life and authority in
America.

2) During the swmmer, each student will write an essay on the weaning of
public authority as reflected practically and concretely in his experience up
until the present time, lle will be cncouraged Lo examine the content of his own
education and how he has lcarnced in his home, in school, from his peers, on his
own, he paper will be due at the beginning of the fall semester and will be
shared with other students in the programe

3) Fach student will take Political Science 331, a single eredit course
on Public Authority in Amevica. 7The course degeription reads: YA study that
aims to clarify the grounds of authority, of law, of public order in the United
States and of the wajor cvitliques made of thewm. The responses of soparate come
munitics characterized by class, race, religion, ethnicity, occupation, education,
region will be exawined. Emphasis will be both on the private and personal sen-
sibilities and on the public judgments and rational opinions.”

4) The required project for each student in this course will be the approach
to institutions and practical political igsues in Williamstown through the per-
ceptions and judgments of a local resident., The students will exchange informa-
tion and insight with each other in order to reach some kind of asscssment of
public life in Williamstown. During the fall, there will be three f£ilms on the
contemporary institutions of police, schools, hospitals, as well as selected filwms
of the 1930's and 1940's, wveflecting sowe of the tastes and values of those years.
There will also be visits froi outsiders: persons assoclated with life and work
situations that the students will be experiencing in the spring.

5) Each student will take threc other courses in the fall, selected after
consultation, according to his interest in American studies and his major require-
ments,

6) Each student will be expected to complete the four home stays, both
living and working with the family under conditions satisfactory to both sides.
Tt wmay be neccessary in exceptional instances O male an adjustment of the living
situation.

7) There will be two kinds of scheduled discussions with host families: on
the significance and conscquences of the living situation itself and on issucs
relevant to the life and work of the host familics. Possible topics might in-
clude the status of collective bargaining, shifrs in the use of land and in
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agricultural practices, advantapes of 1ife in a small town, proper pollce power,
civil service strikes, valuce and viability of small scale enterprise, pressures
upon local schools, character and quality of hcalth services, demands of the
black community, siginficance of low income housing.

8) Spccial ewphasis will be placed on three institutions: police, schools,
health facilities. These institutions will be touched upon in the sumer read-
ings, in the fall course discussions, in the films, in the project on Williams-
town., Students will trace theiy own family's interest in and response to these
jnstitutions, and wake some assessment of their operation in the community.

9) fToward the end of each home stay, the students will spend three days
together in seminars revicwing that part of the program,

10) At the conclusion of cach of the first three howe stays, a paper of
assessmant, evaluation, reflection, will be required in a foxm and length appro-
priate to cach student's understanding and talent. Content should include, not
all neccssarily or exclusively in oune paper,,a description of the fawily's life
conditions and work and leisure, their views of public authority, the cowparison
between his own and his family's judgments:of policies and institutions, contrast
of the different life situvations he finds himsclf in, reflection on what and how
he has learned cspecially as it relates to what was available to him in his pre-
vious education, Rach student is encouraged Lo keep a journal as both an incen-
tive to reflection and a gource for his papevrs,

11) At the conclugion of the final home stay, the student will write a
paper on his oun present judement of publie authowity, and how it has changed or
remained the sane. e will judge the educalionzl aims and wethods of the pros
gram and how they have affected him, Comparison will be made with his paper wrlt-
ten at the beginning of the program. fThese papers will constitute part of the
overall evaluation of the program,

12) The four courses in the fall will be graded according to the usual
Williams procedures. In the sccond half of the propram, cach student will re-
ceive academic credit equal to one semester's work and to one winter study period,
but not a letter grade. Credit is dependent upon the requirements above.

FINANCING

The administrative and academic costs should be covered by the student's
tuition fees. The student's transportation and living expenses should be covered
by the returned board and room costs at Williams for the winter study and second
semesters. 1t is expected that payments will be made to the families for home
stays. . _

OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

1) To provide an environment in which the student takes responsibility for
his own learning and for testing his personal strength of paticnce, insight, and
reflection under dilficult external dewands, :

2} 7To open to the student an encounter with the sceparateness of public in-
stitutions, with the decp oppositions in contemporary issues, with the real dif-
ferences in people's life and work conditions in order to move beyond the exelu-
sive naturce of the student's cluss and educational situation.
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3) 7To help the student wove by and through this experience of private and
public life in America to the wore systewmatic analyses of the traditional dig~
eciplines at Williams College. '

CEVALUATION OF THE PROGRAM

1) TFaculty wmewbers other than the instructor will interview each student
both before and after the program to determine its cffect on the student's edu-
cation,

2) The final paper by each student in the course will be part of the evalu-
ation of the progranm. '

3) On return in the fall, a public forum on the achicvements and failurcs
of the program will be held with students participating.

4) Both the instructor and selected students will propose a written weport
for the CEP analyzing the structure, wethods, and intention of the program against
the reality of #ts operation.



